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was a very well educated person. He could string
Latin texts together by the hour, and make
ballades and rondels better than Eustache
Deschamps himself. He had seen a mad king
who would not change his clothes, and a drunken
emperor who could not keep his hand from the
wine-cup. He had spoken a great deal with jesters
and fiddlers, and with the profligate lords who
helped his father to waste the revenues of France.
He had seen ladies dance on into broad daylight,
and much burning of torches and waste of dainties
and good wine.1 And when all is said, it was no
very helpful preparation for the battle of life. " I
believe Louis XL," writes Comines, "would not
have saved himself, if he had not been very differ-
ently brought up from such other lords as I have
seen educated in this country; for these were taught
nothing but to play the jackanapes with finery
and fine words."2 I am afraid Charles took such
lessons to heart, and conceived of life as a season
principally for junketing and war. His view of
the whole duty of man, so empty, vain, and weari-
some to us, was yet sincerely and consistently

1  ChampolHon-Figeac, 209.

2  The student will see that there are facts cited, and expressions
borrowed, in this paragraph, from a period extending over almost
the whole of Charles's life, instead of being confined entirely to his
boyhood.    As I do not believe there was any change, so I do not
believe there is any anachronism involved.